
Welcome to the first newsletter of 2008. I hope you all had a enjoyable and relaxing festive 
season. January is usually a pretty quiet month for new books, with several publishers not 
releasing anything this month. So its likely that there will only be two newsletters this month.

If you would like to order anything from here or you have any questions, please send us an 
email at this address
sales@napoleonsbookshop.com

If you don’t want to receive future editions of this newsletter, please send me an email here
tony@napoleonsbookshop.com

And, you can find many more products on our website
http://www.napoleonsbookshop.com
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Ancients and Dark Ages

The Trojan War
By Carol G. Thomas & Craig Conant $34.95
Publisher – University of Oklahoma, 224 pages, ISBN 9780806138749, paperback

This broad and varied account of the Trojan War provides readers with an overview of Troy and the world of the late 
Bronze Age, followed by chapters on finding Troy and the Trojan War, Homer and the epic tradition, the force of  
legend, and Troy in the twenty-first century. It includes descriptive chapters, biographical sketches, and annotated 
primary documents.

Herodotus: Histories Book VIII
Edited by A.M. Bowie $69.95
Publisher – Cambridge University, 274 pages, ISBN 9780521575713, paperback

The Battle of Salamis was the first  great (and unexpected) victory of the Greeks over  the Persian forces under 
Xerxes, whose defeat had important consequences for the subsequent history and self-image of Europe. This battle 
forms the centre-piece of book VIII of Herodotus' Histories. The book also illuminates Greek views of themselves and 
of peoples from the East, the problematic relationships between different Greek states in the face of the invasion, and 
the role of the divine in history. This introduction and commentary pays particular attention to the history and culture 
of Achaemenid Persia and the peoples of its empire.

The Reign of Cleopatra
By Stanley M. Burstein $34.95
Publisher – University of Oklahoma, 224 pages, ISBN 9780806138718, paperback

The Reign of Cleopatra is an engaging, accessible biography of the legendary Egyptian queen, with additional source 
documents enriching the account of this icon. Designed as an accessible introduction to Cleopatra VII and her time, 
this  book  offers  readers  and researchers  an  appealing  mix  of  descriptive  chapters,  biographical  sketches,  and 
annotated primary documents.

Barbarian Migrations and the Roman West, 376-568
By Guy Halsall $74.95
Publisher – Cambridge University, 640 pages, ISBN 9780521435437, paperback

This is a major new survey of the barbarian migrations and their role in the fall of the Roman Empire and the creation 
of early medieval Europe, one of the key events in European history. Unlike previous studies it integrates historical 
and archaeological evidence and discusses Britain, Ireland, mainland Europe and North Africa, demonstrating that 
the Roman Empire and its neighbours were inextricably linked. A narrative account of the turbulent fifth and early 
sixth centuries is followed by a description of society and politics during the migration period and an analysis of the 
mechanisms of settlement and the changes of identity. Guy Halsall reveals that the creation and maintenance of 
kingdoms and empires was impossible without the active involvement of people in the communities of Europe and 
North Africa.
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Muhammad: Islam's First Great General
By Richard A. Gabriel $49.95
Publisher – University of Oklahoma, 288 pages, ISBN 9780806138602, hardback

This book reveals Muhammad as never seen before – a military leader of an all-new religious movement who in a 
single decade fought eight major battles, led eighteen raids, and planned thirty-eight other military operations. Gabriel 
analyses  the  environment  in  which  Muhammad lived  and the  religion  he inspired as  they  relate  to  his  military 
achievements.

Anglo-Saxon England
Edited by Peter Clemoes, Simon Keynes, Malcolm Godden & Michael Lapidge $2999.00
Publisher – Cambridge University, 11984 pages, ISBN 9780521712927, paperback

A complete paperback set of  Anglo-Saxon England, the only publication which consistently embraces all the main 
aspects of study of Anglo-Saxon history and culture - linguistic, literary, textual, palaeographic, religious, intellectual, 
historical, archaeological and artistic - and promotes the more unusual interests - in music, medicine and education. 
Its international scholarly reputation is based principally on the publication and analysis of pre-Conquest primary 
sources, and the advantages which stem from a broadly based interdisciplinary approach. Each of the 34 volumes 
provides a systematic bibliography of all  the works published in every branch of Anglo-Saxon studies during the 
preceding twelve months.

Viking Kings of Britain and Ireland: The Dynasty of Ívarr to AD 1014
By Clare Downham $79.95
Publisher – Dunedin Academic Press, 384 pages, ISBN 9781903765890, hardback

A particularly successful Viking leader named Ívarr campaigned on both sides of the Irish Sea in the 860s. This book 
provides a political analysis of the deeds of Ívarr's family from their first appearance in Insular records to the year 
1014.

Medieval and Renaissance

Beasts: Factual and Fantastic
By Elizabeth Morrison $37.95
Publisher – British Library, 112 pages, ISBN 9780712349918, hardback

Manuscripts of the middle ages teem with pictures of animals, ranging from fierce hunting hawks tied to their owners' 
wrists, to proud lions added to the coat of arms of noblemen, to terrifying monsters of the Apocalypse. This book 
provides  a window onto a time when animals  both  factual  and fantastic  played a  leading  role  in  the  medieval  
imagination.

The Mabinogi and Other Medieval Welsh Tales
Translated and edited by Patrick K. Ford $34.95
Publisher – University of California, 205 pages, ISBN 9780520253964, paperback

These stories are among the best the medieval Celtic literature has to offer and comprise the core of the ancient  
Welsh mythological cycle. In this thoroughly revised edition and translation, Patrick Ford has presented a scholarly 
document in readable, modern English.

Medieval Russia 980-1584 (2nd edition)
By Janet Martin $64.95
Publisher – Cambridge University, 540 pages, ISBN 9780521676366, paperback

This revised edition is a concise, yet comprehensive narrative of the history of Russia from the reign of Vladimir I the 
Saint, through to the reign of Ivan IV the Terrible. Supplementing the original edition with results of recently published 
scholarship as well as her own research, Janet Martin emphasises the dynamics of Russia's political evolution from 
the loose federation of principalities known as Kievan Rus' through the era of Mongol domination to the development 
of the Muscovite state.

17th-19th Century

Iran Under the Safavids
By Roger Savory $84.95
Publisher – Cambridge University, 287 pages, ISBN 9780521042512, paperback

The importance of the Safavid period (1501–1736) in Iranian history has been increasingly recognised.  Iran Under 
the Safavids  aims at providing the student and general reader, in non-technical language, with a comprehensive 
history  of  the Safavid  dynasty.  Professor  Savory  considers the origins  of  the Safavid  family,  the course of  the 



revolutionary movement which brought it to power and the problems facing Shāh Ismā’il I after the establishment of 
the Safavid state in 1501. He describes the development of a multi-racial society in Iran during the sixteenth century, 
the policies of Shāh ‘Abbās I which brought the Safavid state to the height of  its power and prosperity, and the  
reasons for its decline during the latter part of the seventeenth century and its eventual fall.

Napoleonic

Napoleon's Cursed War
By Ronald Fraser $79.95
Publisher – Verso, 480 pages, ISBN 9781844670826, hardback

In this definitive account of the Peninsular War (1808-14), Napoleon's six-year war against Spain, Ronald Fraser 
examines what led to the emperor's devastating defeat against the popular opposition - the guerrillas - and their 
British  and Portuguese  allies.  This  vivid,  meticulously  researched  book  offers  a  distinct  and profound  vision  of 
"Napoleon's Vietnam" and shows the reality of the disasters of war: the suffering, discontents and social upheaval 
that accompanied the fighting.

American Civil War

Stonewall Jackson
By Donal Davis $41.95
Publisher – Palgrave, 224 pages, ISBN 9781403974778, hardback

Deemed 'irreplaceable' by Robert E. Lee, Stonewall Jackson assumed his nickname during the Battle of Bull Run in 
the  Civil  War.  Davis  highlights  Stonewall  Jackson's  as  a  general  who  emphasised  the  importance  of  reliable 
information and early preparedness and details Jackson's many lessons in strategy and leadership. This is part of the 
Great Generals series.

World War II

Franco and Hitler: Spain, Germany, and World War II
By Stanley G. Payne $54.95
Publisher – Yale University, 320 pages, ISBN 9780300122824, hardback

Why didn't Spain enter World War II? In what ways did Spain collaborate with the Third Reich? Stanley payne, a 
leading historian of modern Spain, explores the full range of Franco's relationship with Hitler, from 1936 to the fall of 
the Reich in 1945.

Mussolini and his Generals: The Armed Forces and Fascist Foreign Policy, 1922-1940
By John Gooch $59.95
Publisher – Cambridge University, 664 pages, ISBN 9780521856027, hardback

This is the first authoritative study of the Italian armed forces and the relationship between the military and foreign 
policies of Fascist Italy from Mussolini's rise to power in 1922 to the catastrophic defeat of 1940. Using extensive new 
research,  John Gooch explores the nature and development  of  the three armed forces,  their  relationships  with 
Mussolini and the impact of his policies and command, the development of operational and strategic thought, and the 
deployment and use of force in Libya, Abyssinia and Spain. This compelling account shows that while Mussolini bore 
ultimate responsibility for Italy's fateful entry into the Second World War, his generals and admirals bore a share of 
the blame for defeat through policies that all too often rested on irrationality and incompetence.

Quisling: A Study in Treachery
By Hans Fredrik Dahl & Anne-Marie Stanton-Ife $89.95
Publisher – Cambridge University, 462 pages, ISBN 9780521041157, paperback

The word ‘Quisling’ is used all over the world as a synonym for ‘traitor’ or ‘treachery’. The original Vidkun Quisling 
(1887–1945) was a gifted Norwegian army officer who earned notoriety when he sided with the Nazis on the first day 
of  Norway’s  entry  into the Second World War.  Quisling’s  coup d’état  in  Oslo on 9 April  1940 was immediately 
denounced as an act of arch-treason, and even Churchill spoke of ‘the vile race of Quislings’. Hans Fredrik Dahl’s 
biography makes use of a complete range of source material from Nordic, German, Italian and Russian archives, and 
of family archives now in the USA. He traces Quisling’s ultimately futile career from his earlier internationalist career 
as a diplomat and businessman to the drama of his trial and execution for high treason in 1945.



Demolition Tanks at War
By Waldemar Trojca & Markus Jaugitz $144.95
Publisher – Model Hobby, 320 pages, ISBN 9788360041253, hardback

Contains over 350 photos and 40 pages of colour illustrations.

Pz.Kpfw.VI Tiger Ausf. B “Königstiger” Technical and Operational History
By Waldemar Trojca $235.00
Publisher – Model Hobby, 480 pages, ISBN 9788360041222, hardback

The book contains a brief operational history of each Tiger Ausf.B-equipped unit, enhanced with maps of selected 
combat engagements. Special emphasis is laid on the Waffen SS formations (including s.SS-Pz.Abt. 101 and s.SS-
Pz.Abt. 501) and several areas of deployment, such as the Ardennes offensive and the fighting in Hungary during 
1944-1945.  Camouflage patterns,  markings and insignia (if  used),  as applied  by each unit,  are  also  presented. 
Includes over 300 photos.

Luftwaffe at War
By Waldemar Trojca & Karlheinz Munch $124.95
Publisher – Model Hobby, 208 pages, ISBN 9788360041277, hardback

Another in Trojca's excellent at War series, this volume concentrates on the Luftwaffe. These books have no text 
other than photo captions, but it contains over 200 photos, many never before published, and several pages of colour 
illustrations.

Japanese Warships at War Vol 2
By Waldemar Trojca & Hans Lengerer $124.95
Publisher – Model Hobby, 208 pages, ISBN 9788360041246, hardback

The second of what may end up being a 5 volume set, this book contains over 200 photos, including some in colour, 
and several pages of colour artwork. As in all the at War series, there is no text other than photo captions.

The Myth of the Eastern Front: The Nazi-Soviet War in American Popular Culture
By Ronald Smelser & Edward J. Davies II $39.95
Publisher – Cambridge University, 344 pages, ISBN 9780521712316, paperback

From the 1950s onward, Americans were quite receptive to a view of World War II similar to the view held by many 
Germans and military personnel on how the war was fought on the Eastern Front in Russia. Through a network of  
formerly high-ranking Wehrmacht and Bundeswehr officers who had served on the Eastern Front, Germans were 
able  to  shape American  opinions  into  an interpretation  of  World  War II  that  left  the  Wehrmacht  with  a  ‘clean’ 
reputation in World War II history. A positive view of German military conduct, opposed against a newly dismissive 
view of the Russian military in light of Cold War prejudices, was absorbed by many Americans during the 1950s, and 
continues to this day in a broad subculture of general readers, German military enthusiasts, war game aficionados, 
military paraphernalia collectors, and re-enactors who tend to romanticise the German army and its history.

Post World War II

Poland Under Communism: A Cold War History
By Anthony Kemp-Welch $69.95
Publisher – Cambridge University, 456 pages, ISBN 9780521711173, paperback

This is the first English-language history of Poland from the Second World War until the fall of Communism. Using a 
wide range of Polish archives and unpublished sources in Moscow and Washington, Tony Kemp-Welch integrates 
the  Cold  War  history  of  diplomacy  and  inter-state  relations  with  the  study  of  domestic  opposition  and  social 
movements. His key themes encompass political, social and economic history; the Communist movement and its 
relations with the Soviet Union; and the broader East-West context with particular attention to US policies. The book 
concludes with a first-hand account of how Solidarity formed the world's first post-Communist government in 1989 as 
the Polish people demonstrated what can be achieved by civic courage against apparently insuperable geo-strategic 
obstacles.

Operation Broken Reed
By Arthur Boyd $49.95
Publisher – Avalon, 304 pages, ISBN 9780786720866, hardback

At the height of the Korean War, President Truman launched one of the most important intelligence - gathering 
operations in history. So valuable were the mission's findings about the North Korean-Soviet-Chinese alliance that it 
is no stretch to say they prevented World War III. A team of Army Rangers, Navy Frogmen, Air Force officers, and 
CIA operatives posed as the captured crew of a B-29 bomber in January 1952. Given cover names and cyanide 
capsules  in  case of  discovery,  the men were transported  by Chinese Nationalists  wearing  Communist  uniforms 



across North Korea, where undercover allies delivered information about troop strengths, weaponry, and intention. 
The members of Broken Reed supplied Truman with proof of massive Chinese and Soviet buildups and a heavy 
Soviet bomber group in Manchuria, fully loaded with atomic weapons. With the potential destruction of the world 
outlined in front of him, Truman chose not to escalate the Korean War, saving millions of lives.

Before the Killing Fields: Witness to Cambodia and the Vietnam War
By Sir Leslie Fielding $87.95
Publisher – I.B. Tauris, 304 pages, ISBN 9781845114930, hardback

This is a gripping portrait of a country poised between peace and war. In the mid-1960s, Cambodia's position within 
South East Asia was highly vulnerable. The Americans were embroiled in war in Vietnam, the Viet Cong were gaining 
clandestine control over Cambodian frontier areas, while the Cambodian government - under the leadership of a 
charming  but  difficult  Head of  State,  Prince  Norodom Sihanouk  -  wanted  nothing  more  than  to  preserve  their 
neutrality and keep out of the war. Highly distrustful of any perceived foreign interference, the Cambodians had even 
rioted and attacked the American and British Embassies in Phnom Penh and their debris was still  strewn on the 
streets when Leslie Fielding arrived in the city.

UN Peacekeeping in Civil Wars
By Lise Morjé Howard $64.95
Publisher – Cambridge University, 416 pages, ISBN 9780521707671, paperback

Civil wars pose some of the most difficult problems in the world today and the United Nations is the organization  
generally called upon to bring and sustain peace. Lise Morjé Howard studies the sources of success and failure in 
UN peacekeeping.  Her in-depth analysis of  some of  the most complex UN peacekeeping missions debunks the 
conventional wisdom that they habitually fail, showing that the UN record actually includes a number of important, 
though understudied, success stories. Using systematic comparative analysis, Howard argues that UN peacekeeping 
succeeds when field missions establish significant autonomy from UN headquarters, allowing civilian and military 
staff  to adjust  to the post-civil  war environment.  In contrast,  failure frequently results  from operational  directives 
originating in UN headquarters, often devised in relation to higher-level political disputes with little relevance to the 
civil war in question.

Doonesbury.com's The Sandbox
By G.B. Trudeau $22.95
Publisher – Andrews McMeel, 328 pages, ISBN 9780740769450, paperback

Launched as a military blog (or milblog) by Doonesbury creator GB Trudeau in October 2006,  The Sandbox  is an 
online forum through which service members in Afghanistan and Iraq share their stories. In hundreds of fascinating 
and compelling posts, soldiers write passionately, eloquently, and movingly of their day-to-day lives, of their mission, 
and of the drama that unfolds daily around them. Many of the most compelling posts from this blog have been 
compiled to form this brilliant and emotionally charged book.

Political

After War: The Political Economy of Exporting Democracy
By Christopher J. Coyne $49.95
Publisher – Stanford University, 264 pages, ISBN 9780804754408, paperback

Why does liberal democracy take hold in some countries but not in others? Do efforts to export democracy help as 
much as they hurt?  After  War seeks to  answer  these critical  foreign  policy questions by bringing  an economic 
mindset to a topic that has been traditionally tackled by historians, policymakers, and political scientists.

War on Terror, Inc: Corporate Profiteering from the Politics of Fear
By Solomon Hughes $53.95
Publisher – Verso, 288 pages, ISBN 9781844671236, hardback

The so-called War on Terror has created a global bonanza for the world of commercial military suppliers. Who is 
behind companies that reap the dividend of war? How close are they to our political decision-makers? Do they 
actually deliver what they are contracted to deliver, and at a cost-effective price? Hughes catalogues the appalling 
record of private contractors doing our governments' dirtiest work, and asks how we can possibly justify delivering 
into the hands of market forces an area of public life which requires the very highest standards of scrupulousness 
and integrity.



General Histories

A Military History of Australia (3rd edition)
By Jeffrey Grey $39.95
Publisher – Cambridge University, 352 pages, ISBN 9780521697910, paperback

A Military History of Australia  provides a detailed chronological narrative of Australia’s wars across more than two 
hundred years, set in the contexts of defence and strategic policy, the development of society and the impact of war 
and military service on Australia and Australians. It discusses the development of the armed forces as institutions 
and examines the relationship between governments and military policy. This book is a revised and updated edition 
of one of the most acclaimed overviews of Australian military history available.

Mastering Modern German History 1864-1990
By John Traynor $39.95
Publisher – Palgrave, 384 pages, ISBN 9780333987100, paperback

Mastering Modern German History 1864-1990  addresses the key political,  social and economic developments in 
German history from 1864, to unification, through to the collapse of the Berlin Wall and re-unification. Completely 
accessible and written in an engaging and lucid style, this text provides students with an in-depth look at Germany 
and its complex past. 

The Israel-Palestine Conflict: One Hundred Years of War
BY James L. Gelvin $39.95
Publisher – Cambridge University, 283 pages, ISBN 9780521716529, paperback

The conflict between Israelis and their forebears, on the one hand, and Palestinians and theirs, on the other, has 
lasted more than a century and generated more than its share of commentaries and histories. James L. Gelvin's 
account of that conflict offers a compelling, clear-cut, and up to date introduction. Beginning in the mid-nineteenth 
century, when the inhabitants of Ottoman Palestine and the Jews of eastern Europe began to conceive of themselves 
as members of national communities, the book traces the evolution and interaction of these communities from their 
first  encounters in Palestine through to the present, exploring the external  pressures and internal  logic that has 
propelled their conflict. Now in a revised edition, Gelvin’s award-winning book takes the reader through the 2006 
Summer War and its aftermath.

Ospreys

Campaign 189: Sevastopol 1942 $39.95
Fortress 72: German V-Weapon Sites 1943-45 $29.95
Men at Arms 444: Napoleon's Mounted Chasseurs of the Guard $27.95
New Vanguard 140: Armoured Trains $27.95
Warrior 126: Highlander in the French-Indian War $29.95

Well, that’s it for this newsletter, if any of you are planning to be at CanCon over the January long weekend, stop by 
the stall and say hi.

Tony


	Contents
	Books
	Ancients and Dark Ages
	Medieval and Renaissance
	17th-19th Century
	Napoleonic
	American Civil War
	World War II
	Post World War II
	Political
	General Histories
	Ospreys


